endeavour of drinking good and good store of fertile
sherris, that he is become very hot and valiant. If I had
a thousand sons, the first humane principle I would teach
them should be, to forswear thin potations, and to addict
themselves to sack.

SHAKESPEARE (from King Henry IV> Part II)

THE WELCOME TO SACK
So soft streams meet, so springs with gladder smiles
Meet after long divorcement by the lies :
When Love (the child of likenesse) urgeth on
Their Christal natures to an union.
So meet stolne kisses, when the Moonie nights
Call forth fierce Lovers to their wisht Delights :
So Kings & Queens meet, when Desire convinces
All thoughts, but such as aime at getting Princes,
As I meet thee. Soule of my life, and fame 1
Eternall Lamp of Love ! whose radiant flame
Out-glares the Heav'ns Osiris ; and thy gleams
Out-shine the splendour of his mid-day beams.
Welcome, O welcome my illustrious Spouse ;
Welcome as are the ends unto my Vowes :
I! far more welcome than the happy soile.
The Sea-scourg'd Merchant, after all his toile.
Salutes with tears of joy ; when fires betray
The smoakie chimneys of his Ithaca.
Where hast thou been so long from my embraces,
Poore pittyed Exile ? Tell me, did thy Graces
Flie discontented hence, and for a time
Did rather choose to blesse another clime ?
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